4         ONE-ACT   PLAtS   OF   TO-BAY
NORAH, What is it, Uncle ?   You look tired.
CORPORAL \faintly}. Maybe I have had air enough.   And I
in't strong enough to fight agin the flies.
NORAH, Oh, but I will keep them off, Uncle.
CORPORAL. They get owdacious in this weather.   I'll get back
:o the corner.    But you'll need to help me with the chair,
[Knofk.]   Chairs are made heavier than they used to be.
[Is in the act of rising when there corns a tap at the door^
and COLONEL MIDWINTER (civilian costume] puts in
his head.
COLONEL. Is this Gregory Brewster's ?
CORPORAL. Yes, sir.    That's my name.
COLONEL. Then you are the man I came to see.
CORPORAL. Who was that, sir ?
COLONEL. Gregory Brewster was his name,
CORPORAL. I am the man, sir.
COLONEL. And you are the same Brewster, as I understand,
whose name is on the roll of the Scots Guards as having been
present at the battle of Waterloo ?
CORPORAL. The same Brewster, sir, though they used to call
it the 3rd Guards in my day. It was a fine ridgement, sir, and
they only want me now to make up a full muster.
COLONEL [cheerily]. Tut 1 tut 1 they'll have to wait years for
that. But I thought I should like to have a word with you,
for I am the Colonel of the Scots Guards.
[CORPORAL springing to his feet and saluting, staggers about
to fall. The COLONEL and NORAH prevent it. NORAH
on his L.
COLONEL. Steady, steady. [Leads BREWSTER. to other chair.]
Easy and steady , . ,
CORPORAL \sitting down and panting. Thank ye, sir, I was
near gone that time. But, Lordy, why I can scarce believe it.
To think of me a corporal of the flank company, and you the
colonel of the battalion 1 Lordy, how things do come round,
to be sure.
[NORAH helps Urn into chair &, of table.   COLONEL gets
by fireplace.
COLONEL. Why, we are very proud of you in London------